The Association of Clinical Pathologists: 88th general meeting as the lower limit of normal, was less than 5 %. The type of anaemia was mostly microcytic and followed the usual distribution seen in hospital practice. The
mean levels of serum vitamin B,2 were lowest in the Asian males and females, 40% and 32% respectively being below 150 pg/mI, and the Welsh means were lower than the English. In no subject was a low level associated with macrocytic anaemia. Serum folate levels showed differences between groups, the Welsh of both sexes having significantly higher means andT the Asians the lowest. The red cell folates were also significantly lowest in the Asian females, 27% having a level below 150ng/ml and 54 %/!below 200 ng/ml.
There was no correlation between either the serum or red cell folate with mean red cell volume.
It was concluded that while there was evidence of impaired nutrition in the Asian population of Coventry, the low incidence of anaemia in the survey indicated that haematological population screening of the elderly, apart from epidemiological studies, was The introduction of SI units to haematology will involve changes of symbols, change in expressing numerical value which retains previous proportion, and change of unit resulting in change of numerical value. Haemoglobin may either be reported as mass concentration (g/l) or molar concentration (mmol/l). The former is being recommended by theBritish Society for Haematology (BSH) as this change in numerical order only is less likely to cause confusion due to unfamiliarity which could lead to lethal misunderstanding. The BSH for similar reasons also recommend that albumin and fibrinogen be reported as mass concentration (g/l). Red cell, white cell, and platelet counts should be reported as the number per litre of whole blood and the packed cell volume (PCV) as volume per litre (1/1). The mean red cell volume (MCV) would be in fl, the mean corpuscular haemoglobin (MCH) in pg, and the mean corpuscular haemoglobin concentration (MCHC) in g/l. Serum Sci., 59, 1955) . After removal of the surface epithelium over a small area of the forearm, a sterile coverslip was left in place for 24 or 48 hours and then removed and stained. Forty-five cases have so far been studied in detail. The general pattern was similar in all cases, with over 90% of the cells being macrophages; neutrophils, eosinophils, basophils, and lymphocytes were present in smaller numbers.
In malignant lymphoma the macrophages appeared to show less phagocytic activity than normal and significantly fewer contained pigment particles. The percentage of macrophages containing cell fragments and vacuoles was also significantly less in sarcoma. Counts from
